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   More than 50 years ago, Celso Furtado published an article under the title ‘Political Obstacles to Economic Growth in Brazil’. Now, half a century later, and within an entirely different context, Furtado’s argument is still relevant. Thus, even in the “special case of Greece”, the main obstacles to economic development are not due either to an absence of a competent technostructure or to the lack of the proper political “will”.

   Any process of economic development as well as the public policies aiming at the economic growth often require the mobilization of many and different sectors in an economy and, consequently, the “regulation” of multifarious and, sometimes, conflicting social interests. In this sense, the political obstacles to economic development can be identified in terms of these social interests. In the presentation, an attempt will be made to demonstrate the involvement of different social categories, social strata and social classes in the process of economic development with special reference to the case of the financing of economic growth. 

