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The public attribution of responsibility, i.e. blaming and praising for past and future developments, requesting and defining political competencies, is a back bone of public sense making as it links actors to actions and results.  Such interpretations, especially if they become dominant, are highly consequential. They have implications not only on the definition of appropriate measures but also on the role of actors who are regarded as initiators (or not). Responsibility for past actions and developments can result in blame or praise aligned with decrease or increase in perceived legitimacy. Requesting an action from an actor sets the scene of who is in the driving seat and who can dive away from becoming the target of accusations. Furthermore, the choice of actors in charge defines the path for possible further policies, as for example actors focused on economic policy will address a problem differently than actors focused on social policy. The ‘who’ presupposes the ‘how’. It is crucial to understand which systematic processes and strategies guide the public attribution of responsibility. While after Weaver’s seminal article on blame avoidance (1986) research primarily focused on administrative structures, recently the attribution of responsibility in the media has gained research interest. The panel brings together results from a recent and running Greek -German comparative research project (www.ggcrisi.org) focusing on these processes.

 Crisis A Discursive Actor Attribution Analysis of the Greek and German Interest Groups in the Eurozone

Maria Kousis, Marina Papadakis, Kostas Kanellopoulos

Abstract

Which interest groups blame whom for the Eurozone crisis? Which are the events within which these blames are made? What issues are involved? This paper offers fresh, bi-national data produced with a new methodological tool aiming to contribute to the related discussions conceptually and theoretically. Following Hojnacki et al’s (2012) suggestions on future research for interest group researchers, the paper aims to improve our understanding of how context affects the political behavior and influence of organized interests, and to link the study of groups to the study of policy making and politics in general.

The paper provides a systematic and comparative account of Greek and German interest groups (governments, firms, movements, and clubs*) focusing on their Eurozone-crisis related discursive attributions, from September 2009 to September 2013. The analysis will describe and discuss attributions of responsibility by interest group type, event type and issue type; it will also explore the level of ideological polarization within each national data set, vis-a-vis the related political opportunities and threats. 

The discursive actor attribution analysis is based on content analysis tools from social movement studies, i.e. protest event analysis, frame analysis and political claim analysis, and analysis of responsibility attribution. It forms a new approach with the advantage of including many of the merits of the aforementioned perspectives but does not rely on predefined argumentative structures.

Debating Greece’s and Germany’s Role in the Eurozone Crisis

Kostas Kanellopoulos, Jochen Roose, Moritz Sommer

The severe crisis in various Eurozone countries has put the European integration project into question. Greece and Germany are the main protagonists of the Eurozone crisis. Greece was the first Eurozone country coming close to bankruptcy and an EU (and IMF) mechanism led by Germany (as the main creditor) was enacted to save the vulnerable Eurozone economies. This puts both countries in contrary and conflicting positions. This situation should be an occasion for a discourse on these matters, which transcends national borders. While formerly public debates in Europe have been mostly confined within national borders, in this specific constellation we can expect mutual references in blaming and requests across borders. The high salience of the issue in combination with its controversy underlines the likeliness of strong discursive references between both countries. Based on a running Greek German standardized content analysis project, focusing on the attribution of responsibility within the media reporting in both countries, the presentation will discuss the extent, content, arguments and dynamic of mutual references between 2009 and 2013. On which issues they address each other, what type of attributions they raise and based on which reasons? The presentation will describe the developments and offer explanations.

 Attributions of responsibility in national and transnational anti-austerity protests 

Dimitris Papanikolopoulos, Angelos Loukakis, Franziska Scholl

The debt crisis in Europe opened up a new era of politicisation of the European Union. The consequences of the monetary union were for the first time felt in the pockets of so many people that live in the EU countries. EU policies, austerity cuts and bailouts became the topic of extensive public and political debate in the national parliaments, on the streets, in the media, and at the ballot box. In Greece, probably the Eurozone country most severely hit by the crisis, an impressive wave of anti-austerity protests emerged. In these protests there was a merging of national and transnational levels: national actors targeting national and transnational authorities at the same time or transnational actors in solidarity with national actors and targeting transnational or third country authorities. In this paper we will analyze new empirical data on protests and attributions of responsibility at national and transnational levels by applying Discursive Actor Attribution Analysis (DAAA). DAAA is based on content analysis tools from social movement studies, i.e. protest event analysis, frame analysis and political claim analysis, and analysis of responsibility attribution. It forms a new approach with the advantage of including many of the merits of the aforementioned perspectives but does not rely on predefined argumentative structures. We will provide a systematic and comparative account of national and transnational discursive attributions of responsibility raised by social movements in national and transnational protest events, from September 2009 to September 2013. What sort of actors involved at each level (attribution senders), what kind of issues they raised and at whom they addressed their claims, how the various levels interact, and how are attributions of responsibility diffused within and between movements? 
