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The European Sovereign Debt Crisis and the ensuing austerity policies imposed as antidotes have ravaged Greece for the past six years.  The main characteristics of the austerity regimes include draconian cuts in wages and pensions, shrinkage in social protection, widespread privatizations, exponential increases in unemployment rates, and mounting unrequitable loans. The collapse of a failing social and political system compelled people facing mounting debt, foreclosures and evictions to take direct action by disrupting or preventing planned court proceedings and addressing crucial issues regarding debt, unemployment, and mental health through grassroots activism and local collective action. This self-organizing led to the establishment of a social solidarity initiative offering comradeship by activating citizens, building collective strength, and resisting foreclosures.  People involved in such praxis established the Somateio Allilovoithias Ofeileton Rethymnou (SAOR; Network for the Mutual Assistance of Rethymno’s Debtors).
    In the research endeavor presented here, we studied the lives of some of the over 400 people who are members of the SAOR network in an attempt to consider how they grasp their lifeworld in terms of socially shared and  idiosyncratic meanings in the interface of overwhelming debt, political action and mental health.  Eleven interviews and focus group transcripts provide the qualitative data, through which the ''indebted'' citizens’ voices and meanings are highlighted. The interviews and the focus group were audio recorded, transcribed and the data were analyzed using phenomenologically informed thematic analysis (Braun & Clark, 2006). Analyses revealed three superordinate themes that are interdepended and which build with semantic continuity the participants' story:  1) Living on the precipice:  Shocked, hoodwinked and debt-ridden;  2) Mutual anger toward ‘the betrayers’ and the concomitant need for resistance; and 3) The national bankruptcy and unending deliberations regarding the country’s fate.  
       Participants describe the psychosocial challenges they experienced because of personal debt, the feelings of solidarity shared in their collectivity and their common anger toward politicians. Uniquely, SAOR affiliates did not passively adjust to the austerity policies nor to being constructed and constituted as ''indebted persons''.  Through their collective resistance they express anger toward the politicians who betrayed them; opposition to “the sale of our country”; and defiance to the conversion of democracy to ‘‘debtocracy’’ and to the foreclosures of their homes. 

In contrast with the mainstream neoliberal narratives which responsibilize debtors participants highlighted the ‘discredibility’ of creditors, refusing to ignore all the structural and systemic factors that are involved in the debt crisis. The dynamic confrontation of these two options (neoliberal governmentality- indebted personhood) depicts how the topic of ''responsibility'' is both dominant and crucial. The diffusion of the figure of  the ''indebted man'' in public space and  impasses in their collaboration make SOAR affiliates despair as they struggle to continue their counteractions and resist collectively. Lastly, the crux of an idiotypic befuddlement is discussed, that is the blurring between the polemics against the austerity regimes and the difficulties involved in disputing values and ways of being prior to the ‘crisis’.
