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Conspiracy theories in the context of the Greek crisis: 
Discursive patterns and political use of the “enemy” theme
The analysis of public discourse in contemporary Greece often draws attention to its populist dimension. Connected to populism, but having a distinct epistemological interest, is the question of conspiracy theories, which have become increasingly manifest in the Greek public sphere in the last decade. Although conspiracy theories have been associated to a paranoid way of thinking, they are not always marginal and utterly irrational, whereas the question of their relation to real conspiracies needs to be addressed. Nevertheless, regardless of their level of accuracy, even the most outrageous conspiracy theories can have a real impact on the social and political praxis.
The paper I am proposing will examine conspiracy theories that were largely shared in Greece before and after the economic crisis of the years 2010s. Conspiracy theories often find fertile ground to spread, due to the specificities of Greek political culture (shaped by the experience of several foreign interventions and an acute nationalist discourse), the education system and the media environment. These and other factors, namely the discredit of the political system since 2010, lead to frequent expressions of distrust and suspicion towards political elites and foreign “powers”. Yet, along with the conspiracy narratives that spread through inter-personal communication and social interaction among the public, in other cases, conspiracy theories were introduced by official sources (government, state intelligence, politicians) and were reproduced by the media, before they reached the wider public. 
My analysis focuses on the acceptability of specific conspiracy theories in relation with social representations, dominant stereotypes and widely shared interpretative schemata. It also focuses on the conscious use of conspiracy theories by political actors as a means of political persuasion, namely as a way to avoid responsibility for failures, as well as to polarise opinion and to denounce adversaries. The methodological question is how one defines a conspiracy theory, since the same case is seen by others as a genuine conspiracy. More than the interpretation of facts, I will argue that what distinguishes a conspiracy theory is a type of discourse, based on four main characteristics: intentionality, speculation, personification, and denunciation.
In an attempt to discuss these issues, I am proposing to explore the following cases of conspiracy theories: a) the one concerning the wildfires that ravaged parts of Greece in 2007, which were attributed to arsons perpetrated by foreign agents; b) the alleged assassination plot in 2008-2009 against the (then) PM Kostas Karamanlis by Western / US secret services; c) the conspiracy theories that dominated the Greek public discourse after 2010, especially the ones attributing the economic crisis to a Western plot against Greece. The paper will analyse in particular the variations on the theme of the “enemy”, before and after the crisis.
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