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Abstract

The on-going economic crisis in Greece and its adverse repercussions upon the country’s population have generated a lot of anguish and difficulty to a broad range of Greek citizens across the class spectrum, even if these are far from being identical. These adverse developments have triggered a variety of defensive responses, or coping strategies, that unfold at the micro-social level. 
Amongst them, stands out a new out-migration from the country to cities of advanced European counties and overseas. This is a phenomenon not exclusive to Greece but also evident in other countries hit by the crisis. The exact dimensions of this Greek migratory movement are not known. There is evidence of a substantial increase of emigrants; although numbers, at least up till now, are quite limited when compared with the figures claimed by the media or political elites. This emigration is not part or the outcome of organized reaction conceived by the state and its apparatuses or by meso-level organizations, be these expressions of civil society or other. Instead it is highly individualized. 
My aim is to obtain a clearer overall insight of the specific migratory wave. I report on the basis of a set of 230 interviews undertaken in the second half of 2015. It is evident that at least two distinct patterns of out-migrants features and habitus emerge on which I will elaborate in the presentation. Here, suffice is to say that the one consist of little educated, unskilled or with limited skills persons that possess only rudimentary, if any, foreign language skills. The other involves degree-holders, or those that have acquired advanced specializations in the higher professions. Such “elite” emigrants possess advanced language skills, are in their 20’s and 30’s, or/and early in their careers. Particularly, I argue, that it is the second migrant group that, unwittingly, acts to maintaining the social position of the emigrants’ and their families in their place of origin. In fact, I claim that it operates as a middle-class social adaptation mechanism to the crisis; one that has social reproduction effects.

Overall, an outline of the features and patterns of this emigration is presented. There is an attempt to tease out its raison d'être, and social consequences too. 
